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ONE  HUNDRED  TWENTY-SIXTH 

ANNUAL  COMMENCEMENT 

Columbia  Seminary  held  its  one  hundred  twenty-sixth 
annual  Commencement  June  2.  Forty-six  Seniors  were 
awarded  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Divinity,  ten  received 
diplomas  in  recognition  of  the  completion  of  three  years' 
work  without  the  languages  of  Hebrew  and  Greek.  Eight 
graduate  students  received  the  degree  of  Master  of  The- 
ology, and  one  received  the  degree  of  Master  of  Biblical 
Education.  This  was  the  first  time  that  the  Seniors  were 
presented  with  hoods  during  the  Commencement  exer- 
cises. It  will  probably  become  a  precedent  at  Commence- 
ment and  adds  dignity  and  color  to  the  exercises.  Dr. 
Marshall  C.  Dendy,  Executive  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Christian  Education,  delivered  an  excellent  address  on 
the  subject  "The  Mind  of  the  Minister." 

SUMMER  SCHOOLS  AND  PROSPECTS 
FOR  THE  COMING  YEAR 

It  is  expected  that  the  Summer  Language  School,  July 
16-September  6.  will  have  a  good  enrollment.  This  school 
is  designed  to  assist  students  who  wish  to  complete  ele- 
mentary Greek  or  Hebrew  before  entering  seminary  in 
the  fall.  This  plan  is  proving  popular  as  well  as  helpful 
to  men  who  have  not  had  the  languages. 

The  Graduate  Summer  School.  August  5-29,  will  offer 
six  two-hour  courses  designed  primarily  for  ordained 
ministers.  The  courses  to  be  offered  are  as  follows: 
English  Bible  1 68— Professor  Gutzke  .  .  8:15  A.M. 
English  Bible  173  G— Professor  Gutzke  .  9:10  A.M. 
Theology  319 — Professor  Fuhrmann  .  .  9:10  A.M. 
New  Testament  137 — Professor  Cartledge  10:05  A.M. 
Theology  316  B — Professor  Fuhrmann  .  .  11:00  A.M. 
Old  Testament  1 13 — Professor  Thomson  .    11:55  A.M. 

A  student  will  be  permitted  to  earn  as  much  as  six 
quarter  hours  of  credit  which  may  be  applied  on  the 
Th.M.  degree. 

The  prospects  are  good  for  a  large  entering  class  of 
qualified  men  in  September,  and  for  the  first  time  Co- 
lumbia Seminary  will  enroll  an  exchange  student  who 
will  come  from  Rome,  Italy.  As  has  been  the  case  for 
the  last  several  years,  the  facilities  of  the  institution  will 
be  taxed  to  capacity  again  next  year. 

FACULTY  ACTIVITIES 

President  J.  McDowell  Richards  has  been  on  sabbatic 
leave  since  early  in  January  and  has  spent  this  time 
studying  at  Princeton  Theological  Seminary.  He  re- 
turned to  the  campus  for  the  Commencement  exercises 
but  had  to  leave  immediately  afterward  to  join  his  fam- 
ily in  time  to  sail  from  New  York  on  June  4  for  Europe 
where  they  will  spend  the  summer.  Dr.  Richards  will 
engage  in  further  study  and  travel  during  his  stay  in 
Europe. 


Rev.  Hubert  V.  Taylor,  Professor  of  Public  Speech 
and  Church  Music,  was  recently  awarded  one  of  the 
Faculty  Fellowships  granted  by  the  American  Associa- 
tion of  Theological  Schools.  He  was  one  of  four  Presby- 
terians to  receive  this  distinction  for  1958-59.  The  fel- 
lowship provides  for  a  full  calendar  year  of  graduate 
study.  Prof.  Taylor  will  be  on  leave  of  absence  for  the 
next  academic  session  and  will  pursue  studies  at  North- 
western University,  Evanston,  111.,  leading  to  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Philosophy  in  the  field  of  Public  Speaking. 
Prof.  Taylor  leaves  for  Northwestern  the  latter  part  of 
June  and  his  family  will  join  him  in  September. 

Dr.  Paul  J.  Fuhrmann  will  serve  again  during  the 
coming  academic  year  as  guest  professor  and  will  teach 
courses  in  the  fields  of  Systematic  and  Historical  The- 
ology. Dr.  Fuhrmann  is  the  author  of  a  well  known 
book  entitled  "God-Centered  Religion."  He  has  trans- 
lated Calvin's  "Instruction  in  Faith,"  a  condensed  form 
of  the  first  edition  of  his  Institutes.  He  has  also  trans- 
lated Bucer's  "Instruction  in  Christian  Love."  Dr.  Fuhr- 
mann is  known  for  his  linguistic  abilities  and  for  his 
vast  store  of  knowledge  concerning  the  Protestant  Re- 
formation. 

COLUMBIA  SEMINARY  SURVEY 

Plans  are  being  made  to  conduct  a  study  of  Columbia 
Theological  Seminary  as  regards  its  curriculum,  meth- 
ods of  teaching,  administration,  faculty  needs,  library 
facilities,  possibilities  of  graduate  study,  and  other  ways 
of  enhancing  the  contribution  of  the  seminary  as  a  the- 
ological institution.  It  is  hoped  also  that  inquiry  will  be 
made  concerning  the  relationship  of  the  seminary  to  the 
surrounding  territory  with  the  thought  of  rendering  a 
greater  service  to  this  section  of  our  Church.  In  the  light 
of  this  study  an  effort  will  be  made  to  determine  the 
possible  financial  needs  of  the  seminary  due  to  the  rapid- 
ly growing  demands  being  made  upon  its  facilities. 

An  unusually  able  panel  has  been  secured  to  conduct 
this  survey.  Dr.  Chas.  L.  King,  pastor  of  the  First  Pres- 
byterian Church  of  Houston,  Texas,  has  agreed  to  be 
chairman.  Serving  with  him  will  be  Dr.  O.  C.  Car- 
michael  of  the  Ford  Foundation,  Dr.  E.  G.  Homrig- 
hausen.  Professor  of  Christian  Education  at  Princeton 
Theological  Seminary,  Dr.  R.  T.  L.  Liston,  president  of 
King  College  of  Bristol,  Tenn.,  and  Dr.  Joseph  R.  Sizoo, 
head  of  the  Department  of  Religion  at  Washington  Uni- 
versity, Washington,  D.  C.  Dr.  J.  R.  McCain,  president- 
emeritus  of  Agnes  Scott  College,  will  assist  the  panel  in 
an  advisory  capacity. 

GEORGIA  AND  SOUTH  CAROLINA 
CAMPAIGNS 

As  a  part  of  the  development  program  of  Columbia 
Seminary,  financial  campaigns  in  the  Synods  of  Georgia 
and  of  South  Carolina  in  1959  are  now  being  planned. 
Dr.  Robert  L.  Stamper,  Vice  President  in  charge  of  De- 


velopment,  will  direct  these  campaigns.  He  will  be  as- 
sisted by  Rev.  P.  D.  Patrick  of  Kings  Mountain,  N.  C. 
who  was  called  to  this  work  at  the  recent  meeting  of  the 
seminary"s  Board  of  Directors  and  will  begin  his  connec- 
tion with  the  seminary  on  September  1. 

Leadership  for  the  campaign  in  Georgia  will  be  pro- 
vided by  Dr.  John  E.  Richards,  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  Macon,  Ga.,  Dr.  Allison  F.  Williams,  Trinity 
Presbyterian  Church,  Atlanta,  Mr.  Harllee  Branch,  Jr. 
and  Mr.  H.  Lane  Young,  both  of  Atlanta. 

Leadership  for  the  campaign  in  South  Carolina  has 
not  yet  been  definitely  determined,  but  it  is  expected 
that  a  strong  group  will  be  responsible  for  the  task. 


